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Part I.  What's HOT?

The past couple of years have witnessed a notable shift in the nature of the web.  While there are
still plenty of fixed (static) sites available on the web, users and providers are beginning to
recognize the potential of the web as a social tool.  Our exploration of 'what's hot' will begin with
several common practices which are leading the web's evolution into a social and interactive
network.  This panel will be discussing the implications of the 'social web' as defined through
these practices:
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● Blogger, Wikipedia, DIGG
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Common Practices of the Social Web:

1) The individual as a contributor of content (blogs, wiki's, forums)
● Blogger, Wikipedia, DIGG

2) Interaction with content (blogs, discussion boards, tagging)
● Flickr, MySpace, NewsVine

3) Content separate from location (feeds, API's)
● Feedburner, LibraryThing, GoogleMaps, Flickr

4) Integration of content (wiki's, feeds, API's)
● Bloglines, Flickr



  



  

Part II.  How to Integrate:

My discussion is going to center on practical ways in which higher education can benefit from
social applications.  We will first look at several considerations to be made regarding social tools,
followed by some social applications of peer schools and finished with some suggestions for
further areas to be explored.
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students, academics, alumni)
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How to develop a successful social webspace?:

1) Determine the audience (internal, external, authentication, 
students, academics, alumni)

2) Moderate (user moderated, staff moderated, 
automated moderating)

3) Develop critical mass (limit the scope, 
use external applications, networking/blogroll/feeds)

4) Provide value (simple interface, short urls, strong content,)

5) Choose the right tool(s) (the mapping battle, open source, 
technical support)



  

Examples of Integrating Social Web Applications:

1) RSS
● Suffolk University Law School Legal News
● University of Virginia School of Law RSS
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Examples of Integrating Social Web Applications:

1) RSS
● Suffolk University Law School Legal News
● University of Virginia School of Law RSS

2) Blog
● Case School of Law: Saddam Hussein Trial Blog
● Duke Law School: iBlawg

3) Wiki
● Berkman Center: Cyberlaw/Evidence

4) API
● Case Western Reserve University: Wikimap (googlemaps API)
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Further Areas to be Considered:

1) The implication of MySpace

2) How to consistently present content outside of your website

3) Tagging and Folksonomy

4) Commenting apart from blogging

5) Growth of API's (and what to do if/when they start charging or
        requiring advertising)



  

Resources:

● RSS
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_(protocol  )  )

● Wordpress opensource blogging platform
(http://wordpress.org/)

● Definitive list of API's 
(http://www.programmableweb.com/apilist/bymashups)

● Presentation graphics taken by Dune Chaser
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/dunechaser/)

● Duke Law School Department of Web Services
(http://www.law.duke.edu/edtech/web.html)



  


